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could but agree with his colleagues., a curious confession on the
part of the Leader who had declared that "I and I alone" will
decide, that in its present form the offer must be refused. He
proposed an alternative. Let the President accept from him a list
of ministers which would include Schleicher at the Defence
Ministry and Neurath at the Foreign Office. The President,, having
approved the list., would then appoint him chancellor and entrust
him with full powers such as had not been refused to any parlia-
mentary chancellor in a time of crisis. It is sad to reflect that
among the contributors to this astounding document was General
Kurt von Schleicher. But the general knew that it was not written
only to convince the President; it was also addressed to his lieu-
tenants in the hope of reconciling the hostile factions. It failed
in both objects, and its chief effect was to convince those who
read it that the National Socialist party was already in a state
of dissolution.
That the President, though he left the official composition of the
letters to Meissner, enjoyed it all, goes without saying. His answer
found no difficulty in turning Hitler's logic against him. It re-
peated the statement that Hitler had said that he thought he could
arrange for a majority. It declared courteously but firmly that
the President could not surrender his full powers to the leader
of a party which had always claimed exclusive power and which
had taken up an attitude of hostility to himself personally and to
the measures which he had deemed necessary. He feared that
a cabinet led by Hitler would lead to a party dictatorship and
to an extraordinary intensification of the antagonisms within the
nation—a masterly judgment which deserved to be made the
corner-stone of the presidential policy. It was now dear that Hitler
refused any kind of co-operation with or in a true presidial cabinet.
In the circumstances, therefore., the President thought it unprofit-
able to continue the discussions, and with an irony of which the
tough old warrior was quite incapable but whose delicacy he was
well able to savour, the letter closed with the assurance that at
any time when Hitler felt inclined to be more accommodating
the door stood open, and that at all times the President would
be glad to have his opinion on the questions of the day*

